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DETAILED ACTION 
General status 

1 . This is a First Action on tine Merits. Claims 9 - 16 are pending in tine 
case and are being examined. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The 
Specification page 1, first paragraph should be amended to include priority information. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 9 - 1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipating by 
Fuchle et al. [US 5,841,087]. 

Regarding Claim 9, Fuchsle et al. [Figures 1- 6] disclose a high-voltage outdoor 
bushing configuration, comprising: 

an axis [along Insulator 7. Figures 2, 5]; 

an electrically insulating casing [40]; 

a switch-disconnector module [100] having an electrically 

conductive housing [99]; 
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a phase conductor [2] extended along said axis and to be 
interrupted by an isolating gap [Figure 3] into a first section and a 
second section; and 

a switching piece or an element [94, Figure 4] of a multi-part 
switching piece to be moved at an angle relative to said axis [Figure 
4]. 

Regarding Claim 10, Fuchsle et al. disclose a grounding switch [17, Figure 6, 24, 
29; Column 6, lines 65-67, Column 7, lines 1-4] disposed within said electrically 
conductive housing, said grounding switch grounding at least one of said sections by 
continuation of a further movement of the switching piece [24]. Regarding Claim 1 1 , 
Fuchsle et al. disclose the electrically conductive housing is substantially cylindrical, and 
a shaft [21] passes through said housing and drives said movable switching piece. 
Regarding Claim 12, Fuchsle et al. disclose the switching piece [24] Is a blade contact. 
Regarding Claim 13, Fuchsle et al. disclose the switching piece is pin-shaped [35, 
Figure 7, 8]. Regarding Claim 14, Fuchsle et al. disclose the bushing further comprises 
pillar supports [30] holding said isolating gap in said housing. Regarding Claim 15, 
Fuchsle et al. disclose the switching piece is movable on a curved path [24 rotates]. 
Regarding Claim 16, Fuchsle et al. disclose the electrically conductive housing has a 
cylindrical area and an outer wall, and a shaft [21] passes through said outer wall In said 
cylindrical area and drives said movable switching piece. 

5. Claims 9-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Piazza et 
al. [US 6,784,392]. 
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Regarding Claim 9, Piazza et al. [Figures 1- 4] disclose a high-voltage outdoor 
bushing configuration, comprising: 

an axis [along insulator 40, Figures 1 , 3, 4]; 

an electrically insulating casing [40]; 

a switch-disconnector module [100] having an electrically 

conductive housing [99]; 

a phase conductor [2] extended along said axis and to be 
interrupted by an isolating gap [Figure 3] into a first section and a 
second section; and 

a switching piece or an element [94, Figure 4] of a multi-part 
switching piece to be moved at an angle relative to said axis [Figure 
4]. 

Regarding Claim 10, Piazza et al. disclose a grounding switch [Figure 4, 94, 95, 
Column 3, lines 26-29] disposed within said electrically conductive housing, said 
grounding switch grounding at least one of said sections by continuation of a further 
movement of the switching piece [94]. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Piazza et al. disclose the 
electrically conductive housing is substantially cylindrical, and a shaft [93, Figure 3] 
passes through said housing and drives said movable switching piece. Regarding 
Claim 12, Piazza et al. disclose the switching piece [94] is a blade contact. Regarding 
Claim 13, Piazza et al. disclose the switching piece is pin-shaped [35, Figure 7, 8]. 
Regarding Claim 14, Piazza et al. disclose a pillar supports [Figure 3, not numbered 
connected to 93] holding said isolating gap in said housing. Regarding Claim 15, 
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Piazza et al. disclose the switching piece is movable on a curved path [94 rotates]. 
Regarding Claim 16, Piazza et al. disclose the electrically conductive housing has a 
cylindrical area and an outer wall, and a shaft [93] passes through said outer wall in said 
cylindrical area and drives said movable switching piece. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Rokunohe et al. [US 6,680,453], Franchi et al. [US 6,545,241], 
Piazza [US 6,573,469] all disclose circuit breakers. Applicant also should consider 
these references in response to this office action. Should issue arise concerning the 
rejection presented above, these references may be relied upon in a subsequent action 
to support the lack of novelty or obviousness of claimed subject matter to one of 
ordinary skill in the art. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARINA FISHMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1991 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5 M-T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on 571-272-1990. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marina Fishman/ 
February 6, 2008 



IK. Richard Lee/ 

Acting SPE of Art Unit 2832 



